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Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry
Stage 1
I read and inspected the back and cover of the book. The picture on the front told me it was about three young African-American children. The description on the back tells me the book is going to be about race and pride.
Stage 2
Chapter 1- Cassie and her brothers walk to school where they learned about a white man setting a black man on fire. At school the youngest brother little man stomps on his book because he finds out that the old books get sent to the ‘niggras.’
Chapter 2-3- Papa comes home and with a man named L.T. Morrison. The white school bus on their way to school splashes the children. Cassie’s older brother Stacey makes a plan to get the school bus back. He digs a trench and the bus ends up getting stuck.
Chapter 4- T.J. (Stacey’s friend) gets Stacey into trouble for cheating on a test. Stacey beats up T.J. at a store the children are not allowed to be in. Morrison breaks up the fight and Stacey confesses the situation to his mother.
Chapter 5- Big Mama and the children go into Strawberry. While there, Cassie is fed up with having white people cut in line. Then she runs into Lillian Jean and is made to apologize for Lillian bumping into Cassie.
Chapter 6- Once home from Strawberry, their Uncle Hammer was waiting to greet them. Uncle Hammer found out about what Cassie went through that day and went to seek revenge. The family talked him out of it.
Chapter 7- It was heart warming to read about their Christmas. 
Chapter 8- Cassie beating the snot out of Lillian was both awesome and heart wrenching. Lillian deserved everything that Cassie gave her. But when someone grows up being taught a certain way, they can’t help it. A 14-year-old girl might not have the competence to decide that treating colored people differently is wrong. And I don’t blame Cassie for doing what she did but my philosophy is to always take the high road.
Chapter 9- I’m surprised T.J. didn’t try to find other black friends. Befriending Melvin and R.W. was a huge for attention.
Chapter 10- I don’t understand why T.J. thought his new white friends would impress Cassie and her brothers.
Chapter 11- My initial thought during this chapter was to yell at T.J. to leave! But he was so far deep in that “friendship” that there really was no escape.
Chapter 12- Setting the field on fire was the best thing that could have happened.
I loved all the sarcastic words and phrases, especially from Cassie.
Applying- I would have my students conduct an interview. The students would be put into groups of two. One person would be the interviewer and the other student would be any character they wanted to be from the book. The students would come up to their own questions and answers. They can be as creative as they want. Ex: dressing up like the character might. 
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